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' You amaze me ! ' said Lothair.

* Not at all,' said the Cardinal. c I am sure you will
benefit by my advice. And yon must already perceive
that, assuming the interpretation which the wo*Id without
exception places on your conduct in the field to be the just
one, there really is not a single circumstance in the whole
of this interesting and important statement, the accuracy
of which you yourself would for a moment dispute.'

' What is there said about me at Montana makes me
doubt of all the rest/ said Lothair.

' Well, we will not dwell on Montana,' said the Cardinal
with a sweet smile ; * I have treated of that point. Your
case is by no means an uncommon one. It will wear off
with returning health. King George IV. believed that he
was at the battle of Waterloo, arid indeed commanded
there ; and his friends were at one time a little alarmed;
but Knighton, who was a sensible man, said, " His Majesty
has only to leave off Curacoa, arid rest assured he will gain
no more victories." The rest of this statement, which is
to-day officially communicated to the whole world, and
which in its results will probably be not less important
even than the celebration of the Centenary of St. Peter, is
established by evidence so incontestable, by witnesses so
numerous, so various, in all the circumstances and acci-
dents of testimony so satisfactory, I may say so irresistible,
that controversy on this head would be a mere imperti-
nence and waste of time.'

* I am not convinced,' said Lothair.

* Hush ! '   said the Cardinal, l the freaks of your own
mind about personal incidents, however lamentable, may
be viewed with indulgence, at least for a time.    But you
cannot be permitted to doubt of the rest.    You must be
convinced, and on reflection you will be convinced.    Re-
member, sir, where you are.    You are  in the centre of
Christendom, where truth, and where alone truth  resides,